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THE PUBLIC FINANCE ACT, 2001 
(No.60f2001) 

REGULA nONS 

Made under se ctions 6 and I 0 

THE PU8L1C FINANCE (SURCHARGE AND PENALTIES) 
REGULATIONS. 2005 

PART 1 
PRELIMINARY PROVISIONS 

I. nle~" RcguJatiOIl~ may he cited as the Public Fillance 
(Surcharge and Penalties) Regulm;ons, 2005 and shall b.: rtad as one 
with the Public Finance R~e\llations, 200] and shaH ~<.>me into operation 
on the J ~ day of July, 200S 

2. In these Regulations unless the context othcrwise IWlll ires • 

"Accounting Officer" means any Officer appointed by the Paymaster 
General pursuant to sectiun 8 of the Act; 
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-.rICt'" means tht' ?ublic Fumnce Act. 

"Conwlld~ted Ftilld" me~n' !h~ rnn",lirl~!"rl p"nrl "f the Government 
of the U "it~d R<::publ ic of Tanzania; 

"Government" means the Central GO\'emmen! and LocJI Go\·ernmcni 
Au!horities: 

"M"",!er"' means the ,\1,n;5ter rcspons,bk for maners relJlHl<: !O 

tinJflce. 
"?ublie Accounts Comminee or In ltS 3cronyln "PAC' means a 

Commmee established under Standmg Order 89(d) of Ihe 
National Assembly: 

"public money" mcludes: 
(a) the public '''' ''''''U'''~ ur ti l'" UUil~d R~pubhc uf Tanzania; 
(b) any truSt or other moneys held. whether temporarily of 

othe"" lse, by an officer in his official capacity, either 
alone Or jointly with any other per~on, whether an officer 
or not; 

"public offlcer" means a civil servan1 employed by the Government Qr 
any Officer of a Governmen1 Authorily, Parastatal Organisation 
or any other Government Institution; 

"public properly" means resources owned by the Government or in the 
custody or care of the Government; 

"resources" includes moneys, stores, property, assets, loans and 
InVeSlmcnts; 

3. Any word or expression used in these Regulations and not 
defined herein shall have the meaning ascribed to it in the Act. 

PART 1! 
ACCOUNTABILITY 

4. Every Aecounling Officer shall be personally .. nd pecuniarily 
responsible and accountable for the collection IUld receipt of all revenue 
or for all disbursements of expenditure in his vote, and shall be 
answerable to 1he Public Accounts Comminee (PAC). 
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S. Any Accounting ()Ilicer who authorises or approves the 11~ 

of public funds or property contrary to the provIsions of the Acl, sh(.!1 be 
Jccounwble lor any loss arising from that IISC and shall he required to 
make ,:!;ood thc loss or be sur(harged under these Ikgulali011~, even if 1..­
hJS ceased 10 hold thaI Offl<:~ , 

PART HI 
POWER TO SURCHARGE AND IMPOSE PENALTIES 

6. In exercIsing hi s dulies under these Regulations, the Mimsler 

shall have pOwer to. 1l 
(a) upon the recommendation by the Puhllc ACCOIln1" 

\ \

COmmiuee. surch9rge any Accounting Officer or any 
. Public Officer as prescribed under the Sch"d"l~ uf these 

Regulations, 
(0) \/ withdraw the ~ppoin!m<:m of any Accounting Offic~r ~ 

upon the re<::ommendation by tbe Paymaster General, 

I where gross negligence in the perfonnance of his duties 
has been proved by the Controller and Audito r General 

. and confirmed by the Public Accounts Comminee (PAC)_ 

7. Where the Minister is satisfied that a Public Officer who is or 
was at the relevant time responsible for: 

(a) any payment made without dlle authority according to the 
law; 

(b) faillire to collect any money owing to the Government for 
the (;oll<:diulJ uf which such person is or was responsible 

(c) any deficiency or loss occHSlunc<.i by negligence or 
misconduc t; 

(d) causing Or permitting any deficiency In or damage to, or 
the loss 01 J"~hu"tiuu uf Hny public moneys, stamps. 
securities, public buildings. equipments. vehicles. stores, 
fittings, furniture or olher government property; 

(e) Cnmmillinr, or incurins. or authorizing or requiring a 
person under his cOnlrol 10 commit or to incur 
expenditure In excess of any amount duly iluthorized at 
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l he may surcharge such public officer in accordance with the provisions 
prescnbed under the Schedule 10 these Regulations_ . 

S.-{ l) Where the Minister decides to surcharge an accounung 
o ff,cer or public officer, he shall notify such person and the Comrolicr 
and Auditor-Genera l, of any surcharge made under these Regulations 

(2) Any person who has received a nOlific31ion under this 
Regulation shall, Within twenty one days, provide an explanation 10 the 
Mini<T~r ns 10 why the surcharge _<hnulrl nnl h~ impnsrd on hilll 

9. The Minister may at any time withdraw any surcharge In 

re5pe<:t of which a satisfactory explanation has been nxeived or if it 
olherwise appears to him that no surcharge should have been made and 
in any such event the Minister ~hall notify the person surcharged, and the 
Controller and Auditor-General. of such wi thdrawal 

10. The Minis!er may. by Order under his hand, delegate to the 
?aymaster General and Accounting Officer, his functions under these 
Regulations. 

11. The decision of the Minister to surcharge under these 
Regulations: 

(a) shall be final and conclusivc; and 
(b) shall be binding. 

12. Every sum surcharged pursuant to these Regulations shall be 
paid 10 the Exchequer Account. 
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Ih~ pUfIX'S~ of avoiding ex~ss and a 
~~~",j"ulc on lhe amount 
prov'ded In lh~ esl"""lc. 

, , Ii 
Or Issu~d Ihe Public 
FlIlance Ac! 1001 

" I"'truellon. ,hal may from 
IIm( 10 IHn( t><: given by Ih~ 
Accoun!.1nl G~neral in respecl 
of custody and handling orand 
Ihe accounllng (or publoc 
mon(y, pubhc s,ores, 
IIwe.IIIlCnl$ securit]e. or 

I ~,';;~;::I: ,n<ln",,,,nl., 
,h~ property nflhe 

Govemtncm or nn deposit with 
01 cmruSied to Ihe 
Govemmem or 10 any public 
officer in h~ off,cial ~"paclly 

momh'$ ,alary 
and a reprimand 

month'S$alary 
and a reprimand 

month's salary and 
a second rtprimand 

month's salary and 
" second rtprirnand 

'~~U~~~~~~~~~;~~]'~"~'~'~~~":f:]~momh's salary and ~ such accoum 2" rtprirnand 

" 
and/or a recommendatIOn to 

the appoiming autoorily ~y 
the PMG to relieve the 
Accouming Onke, of 
hislher dul]es. 

and/or ~ rccommendaUOli '0 
authority 10 

" 
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;-----~~~~~:::;--r;;:~:;;;:::;i.:~:;~:::c;';';::;,:;::;'~''''l duplocate paym.m on ~ the am<lum of amount ofl0$5 plus loss I ofom~""1 
1 the [OS5 15% of om,.,', sa lary 

" 

" prescnbcd Ii"", 

.00 
aUlnorizat;on 

charge 

" 

authority 

funds 

pro!",' 

occas,o,1ed salary 

month's salary month's salary 

month's .alilry 

month', salary 

" 
appointing authority 10 
rei;e>,<, responsibllny 

" appointing authonly \0 

relieve of rosponsibilily 

, . 

" 
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